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He Is Able To Deliver You - Part 1
Acts 21:27-39

Introduction:

I. The People Were Angered - 21:27-31

A. The Accusers – 21:27-28

1. Their Identification – 21:27

“Now when the seven days were almost ended, ﻿﻿the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and ﻿﻿laid hands on him.”

· They are from Ephesus in Asia.

· They were not believers.
· They had no part in the decision to have Paul go into the temple with the Jewish believers.
· They had been watching Paul.
· The accusation doesn't have to be true (as we will see).
2. Their Indignation – 21:28

“crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man ﻿﻿who teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.”
Note the areas covered here:

· He teaches all men everywhere against


· This people, Jewish

· This law, Mosaic

· This place, the temple.

· And, he has brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.

Gentiles were only allowed into the Court of the Gentiles, not into the Temple proper.

.
There was a sign at the entrance: (in Latin and Greek). No Foreigner may enter within the barricade that surrounds the temple and enclosure. Anyone caught doing so will have himself to blame for his ensuing death" (Archeologist have found two signs - 1871 and 1938) 
It was a serious matter. This “middle wall” kept Gentiles out of the temple area.

This may have been what Paul had in mind when he wrote, “the middle wall of partition has been broken down.”
Ephesians 2:14-16
﻿“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one ﻿﻿new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might ﻿﻿reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby ﻿﻿putting to death the enmity.”
Gentiles were lacking in five areas:
First, they were separate from (lit., “without”) Christ not only personally (true also of many Jews) but also in that they had no national hope of the Messiah.
 Second, they were excluded from citizenship in Israel. The sign shouted this point at them (Rom. 9:4)
Third, they were foreigners to the covenants of the promise (cf. Eph. 3:6). The Gentiles had no direct participation in God’s covenants with Israel – Abrahamic, Palestinian / land, Davidic / nation, Mosaic / blessing -  replaced by the New Jer. 31:31. {See Heb. 7-9 esp. 8 and II Cor. 3}
Fourth, the Gentiles were without hope. Unlike Israel they had no expectation of a deliverer.

Fifth, they were without God in the world. The Gentiles had no meaning, no hope, no purpose, direction in life. So is everyone who is without Christ!
“For ﻿﻿in Him we live and move and have our being,” (Acts 17:28)

Galatians 3:28-29

“In the church (that’s all there is today!) ﻿﻿There is neither Jew nor Greek, ﻿﻿there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all ﻿﻿one in Christ Jesus. ﻿And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s ﻿﻿seed, and ﻿﻿heirs according to the promise.”
God was, in effect, saying, “Leaders of Israel, ‘Tear down that wall!”
They did not do it. So God tore it down, along with all of the other walls in the city. Not one stone was left upon another that was not be thrown down in AD 70

B. The False Accusation – 21:29
“For they had ﻿﻿previously seen ﻿﻿Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.”
Paul could go where he pleased, but not Trophimus. They accused him of taking Trophimus into the Temple area - and to a mob that is enough.
Note that Luke wrote "they supposed". Maybe those Ephesians Jews supposed that? But the mob did anyway, they will believe anything. It might be a logical mistake, but they didn’t need even that much—they could make it up.

C. The Actors – 21:30-31

1. Their Passion – 21:30

“And ﻿﻿all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut.”
There is no passion like religious passion and Paul was in the center of it.

They dragged Paul and then closed the temple lest other Gentiles should get in. 

· Where was James, who started this whole thing?

· Did the church come to Paul's aid? NO

· Did they go to the Jewish or Roman authorities? (Not as far as we know.)
· Maybe they tried, to no avail?

But you would, think that Luke would have recorded it. The rift in the church between Jewish and Gentile Christians was very serious. In Judea, and esp. in Jerusalem, it was very strong. And James was their leader. In this case the Jewish Christians were to blame. 

2. Their Purpose – 21:31

“Now as they were ﻿﻿seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the ﻿﻿garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.”
They were determined to kill Paul and would have, but for the Roman commander. And, the Roman authorities would probably note have done a thing to them – they did not dabble in religious affairs of the Jews. However, if the death could be avoided they would do so.

There was a garrison of soldiers in the fortress of Antonia on the Northwest corner of the temple area. They had a stairway down into the outer court of the Gentiles. There were 1,000 soldiers stationed there.

II. Paul was Arrested - 21:32-39

A. His Problem – 21:32-33

1. Beaten by the Rabble – 21:32

“He immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.”
He took hundreds of soldiers (i.e. a centurion commanded 100 men) and he called centurions (pl.)

No mob is a match for trained soldiers who are willing to do whatever it takes to bring peace. No “world opinion” bothered Rome.

2. Bound by the Romans – 21:33

“Then the ﻿﻿commander came near and took him, and ﻿﻿commanded him to be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had done.”
Two chains should hold a frail old man. The question was apparently asked of the people (the mob) who were beating Paul.
B. His People – 21:34-36

1. Their Disorder – 21:34

“And some among the multitude cried one thing and some another.”
So when he could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he commanded him to be taken into the barracks. People in a mob usually don’t know why they are there. They get caught up in the moment and hang with the crowd. Since he is the focus of the trouble, take him out and the trouble will be calmed down somewhat.  

2. Their Desire – 21:35 

“When he reached the stairs, he had to be carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob.”
Paul was bound couldn’t defend himself, so the soldiers carried him above the reach of the crowd.

3. Their Demands – 21:36
“For the multitude of the people followed after, crying out, ﻿﻿“Away with him!” 
Another crowd said a similar thing in this city less than 30 years ago against Jesus. Luke 23:18; John 19:15.

They still want Paul dead. Maybe Paul now remembered his words, “I am ready even to die in Jerusalem.” But God had other plans for Paul. The Roman soldiers became unwitting servants of God to get Paul to safety.

C. His Plea – 21:37-39

1. How he Astonished the Captain – 21:37

“Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, “May I speak to you?”  εἰ  ἔξεστίν μοι εἰπεῖν τι πρὸς σέ  He replied, “Can you speak Greek?

2. How he Puzzled the Captain – 21:38

“Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?” 

Josephus writes about this Egyptian in “Jewish Wars and Antiquities” He said 30,000 men. Luke is probably right. Josephus exaggerates. 

3. How he Assured the Captain – 21:39

“But Paul said, ﻿﻿“I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no ﻿﻿mean city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.” 

Paul, still speaking in Greek, tells where he was born but does not mention his Roman citizenship unless “no mean city” is a reference to Rome, probably not. So Paul is not free, but he is still alive and will be able to defend himself in words in the next section. 

Conclusion:


